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Contributing to identity is also family
unity. I agree with Angela Files of
Brantford, one of Ontario's outstanding
genealogists, that "genealogy is a form of
bringing family members together ." Other
psychological values of genealogical work
could be cited, but space does not permit .

Genealogial work also has soteriological
value. This means that it can be part of the
work of salvation and redemption .

Helmut Epp did what we all must keep
on doing, being actively and compassionately
curious about our human relatives . Helmut
had a crippled Uncle Cornelius, who had
`lost' himself in Chicago, because when he
was ready to marry, "the mother of his
beloved was not happy to have a cripple for a
son-in-law ."

The story continues that he was deeply
hurt and became estranged from his family,
having never been close to anyone . For years
Cornelius felt that he was unwanted, the
black sheep of his family . Helmut didn't feel
that way, and he made a deliberate effort to
be his uncle's friend. He was the only one
and the last one to visit Cornelius in his one-
room Chicago apartment before he died in
loneliness, with funeral arrangements by the
City of Chicago.

Genealogical work can thus connect us
to the people who are nameless, faceless, and
also friendless .

Genealogical work also has something
to do with eschatology . It is related to the
future, namely to human destiny . In other
words, one's progenitors are related to one's
posterity .

As I was preparing this article, the
Middle East was again very much in the
news and particularly the controversial
Defence Minister of Israel Ariel Sharon . I
could not help but go back to an evening in
1977 when both of us spent an evening
together in the northern border town of
Metulla. I showed him my book on The
Palestinians, and he told me about the
necessity of solving the Palestinian question
not by relating Palestinians to Israelis but by
separating them, preferably with the Jordan
River.

I reminded him that Jews and Arabs were
tribal cousins and suggested to him the
following: "Why don't you trace your
genealogies back to Moses and remember
that he married an `Arab', a Midianite.
Trace it back to Jacob and know that Jacob
had a twin brother who went with the
`Arabs' . Trace it back to Isaac and discover
that he had a brother by another mother
who went and married the `Arabs'. And
trace back to Abraham and you'll find that
you are both of the same semitic tribes, and
that, to the extent that you fight each other,
you are both anti-semitic ."

If the peoples of the Middle East would
go into their past they might also find their
future . To some extent at least it is that way
with all of us .

Genealogical work, finally, is creativity,
indeed a form of artistry, and it also has
recreational value.

In my examination of family trees, I was
struck with the number that had actually
been constructed, literally, as trees, drawings
of trees, complete with roots, a trunk, main
branches, lesser branches, twigs, and perhaps
even leaves, all representing families and the
individual members thereof.

Beyond the artistry of sketches and
drawing, genealogical work is by itself an art
for it involves the discovering of the parts of
many families, the clear identification and
exact transcription of all the details per-
taining thereto and, last but not least, the
inter-connection of all the parts .

Careful research usually also uncovers
most fascinating and extra-ordinary
episodes in family history, the stuff

The Amish Mennonite settlement in Howick
County from 1957-1978 : a recollection

by Melvin Buehler
In 1957 there started a migration of "plain
people" to Howick Township in Huron
County . They came from the United States,
and most were farmers. Their transportation
was horse and buggy, and they also worked
their farms with horses . They had no elec-
tricity in their homes or barns. However I do
remember that they allowed themselves the
luxury of a telephone, located down at the
crossroads where it was accessible to all who
wanted to phone out.

They migrated mostly from the state of
Delaware, Maryland, Ohio, and some from
Missouri . At the settlement's peak they
numbered 35 families . The group identified
itself as Amish Mennonite, differing slightly
from the Old Order Amish who do not use
the term, "Mennonite."

These are a people used to pulling up
stakes and moving . This soon evidenced
itself again as some were soon on their way
out to try other areas back in the States,
while there continued to be a steady stream
of new families moving into the community.
In total there must have been 60 families
who came and went in a twenty year period .
While in Howick Township they held their
worship services in private homes, and
established several private schools for their
children . When the Ontario Milk Marketing
Board demanded that all milk needed to be
cooled in bulk tanks which were powered by
electricity, the exodus back to the States
seemed to increase, and by 1978 the last
families moved away-all but Alvin and
Mary Yoder and their youngest children .
Alvin and Mary had both been married
before with large families . They each lost
their spouse by death in 1973, when in their
early forties . They were then married.
Presently the Yoders attend the Brethren in
Christ church in Fordwich .

In a quiet spot beside the lake adjoining
the hamlet of Lakelet, the Amish Mennonites
obtained a parcel of ground where they laid
their departed loved ones during the
duration of the settlement . It is adjoining the

of drama, novels, poetry, perhaps even
films .

All of the foregoing suggests that the
construction of genealogies is difficult work,
and it is . It must be done with great care and
a sense of responsibility, because genealogy
as theology, as history, as psychology, as
sociology, as soteriology, as eschatology,
and as artistry makes it a serious enterprise .

Genealogical work is also simple,
because, as in the building of a house, one
does it a brick at a time, a person at a time, a
date at a time . Thus everybody can do it,
beginning with one's ownimmediate family .
Everybody can turn it into a hobby and
everybody can discover that genealogies are
fascinating and that they are fun.

Township, Huron

old Lakelet cemetery but is divided from it
by a fence and has a separate driveway .
There is a hitching rail for tieing up the
horses .

One Amish Mennonite grave is in the old
cemetery-that of 19 year old Monroe
Beachy . This burial took place in 1963,
which must have been before they had their
own burial ground . In their cemetery one
finds names like Mast, Yoder, Coblentz,
Beachy and Hershberger . Simon Hershberger
son of Levi and Sarah, drowned in the Mait-
land River on July 24, 1973 at the age of 17 .

This cemetery is now in the care of a new
group of horse and buggy Mennonites who
have moved into the area beginning in late
1978 . and who now number about 18
families . They also hold services in their
homes. They come from the Linwood area in
Waterloo Region, and are known as the
Elam Martin group. John Sherk has been
ordained as their bishop .

Inquiries
This space is reserved for inquiries about
Ontario Mennonite families and their ancestry .
Submissions by society members are welcome.

Dettweiler Allan R ., R.R #2, West Montrose, Ont.
NOB 2VO . Research is being done on the descen-
dants of Benjamin Weber (1786-1863) born near
Blue Ball, Pa . and married to Veronica Martin
(1784-1859) . In 1817 they moved to Canada . Their
descendants include the families of Bishop Elias
Weber (1834-1909) m. Mary Shoemaker; Andrew
Weber m. Veronica Shantz and lived at Didsbury,
Alberta ; Mary Weber m . Moses Devitt ; Benjamin
Eby m. Hannah Kraft and lived at Caledonia,
Mich .) ; Veronica Weber m. Jacob Kinzie (1848-

1922) ; and Barbara Weber m. Isaac Stauffer. In-
formation on any of the above families and their
descendants would be appreciated . Future publi-
cation is anticipated .



Genealogy-Where does one
by Lorraine Roth
People who became involved in genealogy
usually do not ask this question . They have
begun because something sparked their
curiosity, they plunged in right there and
captured the interest of the moment . From
then on they simply followed the leads and
got carried away . I would like to sort out here
the two main directions one goes in doing
genealogy, because a few people do ask,
"Where does one begin?" And, for those of
us who are already in it, we may do well to
take stock so we can evaluate where we are
going.

I am going to suggest that a likely place
to begin is with one's self . You place yourself
and your spouse in the middle ofa page . (See
accompanying chart) To the right you list
your children in a column with ample space
between them . To the right of your children
you list their children (your grandchildren),
and your great-grandchildren in still another
column . On the left of yourself you list your
parents and those of your spouse . In the
second column (from right to left) list your
grandparents and those of your spouse, then
your great-grandparents and so on . You will
notice that the left side ofthe page will have a
set number of people . That is why it is easy to
manufacture ancestral charts . It is not
possible to make neat pre-fabricated charts
for one's descendants, because each family is
unique . Your list on the right will continue
to have additions, whereas the one on the
left remains static . It can, of course, be
extended backwards as new information
becomes available, but the information once
attained will not be altered (unless discovered
to be incorrect, or course). If you are in the
same position as I am, then the right-handed
side will be blank. You might put your
parents in the middle and chart their descen-
dants on the right . Since I have only one
brother, I would probably put my grand-
parents in the middle to make the right-hand

begin?

Lorraine Roth

side more challenging .
Some people begin with the desire to pub-

blish a family history . This point of departure
has some advantages but also has many pitfalls .
If one begins with the idea of publishing,
he/she is more likely to gather the data in a
more systematic fashion. If information is
gathered and the decision to publish is made
later, frequently it needs to be done over and
may cause a great deal of irritation .

The main problem with deciding to
publish too quickly is that people are
unaware of the work and time involved .
Those who agree to do the work may lack
the skills, the time and perhaps even suffi-
cient interest-and it takes a lot of all of
these to bring such an undertaking to
completion . Ifa project is expected to take a
year, and it lengthens out to five or even ten,
the person or persons working at it become
weary, and the family expecting a book
becomes critical and disillusioned. The end
result is likely to be a book of very poor
quality .

When I became interested in genealogy
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almost 35 years ago, my starting point was
usually the immigrant to Canada . Since at
that time I had no access to background
records, I was working entirely with the
descendant aspect of the genealogy. I have
since discovered that frequently the immi-
grant's parents (or at least one parent) and
his brothers and sisters had also come, but
people's memories were very hazy on how
these families were connected, and the
written records (what few there were) were
well hidden in attics and cellars .

Since I worked on my own, I could also
work at my own speed and could produce a
book whenever I felt I had gathered suffi-
cient information to warrant it . If I were
publishing the book I completed 20 years
ago now, it would be quite different. I would
have much more background material for
the immigrant. Needless to say, there would
be even more of an explosion on the
descendant's side . Should I have waited 20
years? Hardly! One begins now. Had I not
done the Jacob Brenneman family 20 years
ago, I would never had reached the point I
am at now. However, I would like to
encourage people to use every resource at
hand . For example, do not be satisfied with
listing the descendants only if you can also
find the ancestors . What a pity to tell only
half the story!

Sources of information are many, and
vary a great deal depending on one's family
background . One source, the one I consider
the most important, and the one which we all
have, is our own family . Assuming you begin
with yourself, then your oldest living
ancestors are your best source . If no
ancestors are living, but any oftheir brothers
and sisters are, then contact them . More
distant relatives or friends ofyour ancestors
may also be helpful .
Next issue: How to collect and record
information from family and friends .
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Amish Folk Culture Seminar April 15 & 16, 1983
at Conrad Grebel College
Westmount Road, Waterloo, Ontario, north of University Avenue

Lecturer :

	

Dr. John A. Hostetler, Department of Anthropology
Temple University, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

April 15

	

(Friday evening)
7 :00 p.m .

	

Registration
7 :30 p.m .

	

Film "Beyond This Land," scenes from a drama depicting
the founding of the Amish movement

8 :00 p.m .

	

Address : `Growing Up Amish"
Open discussion

April 16

	

(Saturday)
9:00 a.m .

	

Address : "Use of Symbols and their Function in Bounding
the Community"
Coffee and discussion
Address : "The Amish and Legal Conflicts"

Noon Lunch
1 :00 p .m .

	

Address : "Amish Uses of Silence"
Coffee and discussion
Dialogue : "Comparison of Amish Communities, Origins,
Leaders, Traditions" with illustrations by
Dr . Hostetler and Orland Gingerich

Registration Fee $15 Single ; $25 for 2 registering at same time . Noon
lunch available $2 .70 if ordered by April 8 .

To register contact :

	

Doris Gascho
(Make cheque payable to :

	

School of Adult Studies
Conrad Grebel College)

	

Conrad Grebel College
Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G6
885-0220

Co-sponsored by Conrad Grebel School of Adult Studies and The Mennonite
Historical Society of Ontario .

I would like to become a member of the Mennonite Historical Society of Ontario. I will be
informed of all Society events, will be eligible to serve on the various committees of the Society,
and will receive Mennogespräch as part of my membership .

NAME

ADDRESS

ACTIVITIES OF SPECIAL INTEREST

Memberships:

	

Student - $3 .00

	

Mail to :
Regular - 10 .00
Additional memberships
at same address
(one mailing) - 5.00
Sustaining - 15.00

PHONE

CITY

POSTAL CODE

Available from the Society
Epp, Frank H . Mennonites in Canada, 1920-

1940.: a people's struggle for survival
(Toronto : Macmillan, 1982).

	

$25.95

Fretz, J. Winfield, The Mennonites in Ontario .
(Waterloo : Mennonite Historial Society
of Ontario, 1982) 3rd printing

	

$2.50

Fretz, J.C . "The early history of the Menno-
nites in Welland County, Ontario" reprint
from Jan. 1953 Mennonite Quarterly
Review

	

$2.50

Fretz, J. Winfield . "Two Mennonite cultures
meet ." Address to Society, June , 1974

$1 .50

Burkholder, Paul . "Highlights of Mennonite
history in the Markham Community ."
Presented at the 1969 meeting ofthe Society

$2.00

Address inquiries to the secretary ofthe society.

Genealogial
Committee Workshop

Conrad Grebel College
April 18, 1983

at 7:30 p.m. Room 151
Illustrated Lecture by

Prof. Nancy Lou Patterson

"Gravestones of the
Pennsylvania style

in Waterloo Region"
Directions by the Committee on

procedures
for recording cemeteries .

All welcome!

Secretary, Mennonite Historical Society of Ontario
c/o Conrad Grebel College
Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G6


