THE MENNONITE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF ONTARIO
is only four vears old, but it can boast an
imposing 1ist of accomplishments! Since
1965, it has not only recorded histery, but
it has also made history!

The Society’s 60 members have looked into
the past and charted a course for the fu-
ture, This Bulletin is designed to tell you
about it.

SEMI-ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETINGS

At each of itg semi-annual public meetings,
the Society has heard histerical sketches

that opened up new vistas of inter-Menno-
nite understanding and appreciation, Dr.
Norman High told of contributions made by
Mennonites to the development of Waterloo
County-=-and beyond, as illustrated by Jacob
Y. 8hantz who was commissioned by the gover
ment to evaluate land in the western pro-
vinces for agricultural purposes,

Amish Histories Available

Papers which illuminated Amish history were
presented by Bishop Orland Gingerich and Mz
Joseph Stoll. Bishop Gingerich traced the
history of the Amish Mennonites from Alsace
Lorvaine to Waterloo County. His account im
cluded interesting anecdotes of (Catholic-
Amish cooperation and mutual regard. When
the late Peter Litwiller died, the bells of
the 8t. Agatha Catholic Church rang in honor
of a man who bhad won the respect of the en-
tire community,

Mr.Joseph Stoll of the 0ld Order Amish grow
in Aylmer, and editor for Pathway Press pre
pared a2 comprehensive paper on recent Amish
migrations to Ontaric from variocus U.§. com-
munities.

Both papers are available upon request  for
$1.00 each,
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Mennonites from Russia Highlighted

At another meeting, Herbert Enns, treasurer
for the Historical Society, gave an illus-
trated talk on Mennonite village 1ife in
Russia before the Revolution. Copies of his
talk are available for 50e, Mr. Jacob
Janzen of St. Catharines displaved a scale
model which he had built of a2 Russian Menn-
onite village. This model wvillage is on
loan to Pioneer Village and forms the core
of a Mennonite exhibit being set up there.

PAGEANT PRESENTED

The Historical Society's contribution to
Centennial festivities was the presentation
of a pageant, "The New Commandment,  writ-
ten by Miss Barbara Coffman and directed by
Mr, Gerald Loewen, The pageant was viewed
by a large audience at the Kitcheney Memor-
ial Auditorium, and subsequently at St.
Catharines.

ONTARIO HISTORY WRITTEN

puring Centennial Year a booklet on  the
Mennonites of Ontario was published by the
Society. Dr. J.W. Fretz authored this soft-
cover, 43-page booklet which is available
through the Soclety or at Provident Book-
store at $1.00.

TO DRAMATIZE "TRATIL, OF THE CONESTOGA™

Success in the Centennial Pageant encour-
aged the Society to make ancther attempt at
dramatization,

The Trail of the Conestoga is being prepar-
ed for presentation during Heritage Festivd,
Mrs, Norma Rudy has written the script based
on Mabel Dunham's popular novel,

The play will be staged at Waterloo Colle~-
giate during the last week in June, 1969,



BOOK TO BE WRITTEN

Another major undertaking of the Historical
Society is the publishing of a full-length
b@@k on the history of Canadian Mennonites.
is project is being undertaken  jointly
w1M* the Manitoba Historical Society and
partial support will come from several Can-
adian Conferences, [n addition, special
funds are solicited from those who have
a particular interesi ivn Mennonite history,
Contributions are tax deductible,

Dr. Frank H, Epp of Ottawa, well-known Can-
adian editor and lecturer, has been named
to write this hxs“ﬁty and research has be-
gun, {An interesting by-product of  this
work ig  the new information which always
comes 0 Azcht ag a result of research in
public archives.) A brochure intreducing
this %ist@rv is attached,

<

MENNONITE HOUSE ON WATERLOO CAMPUS

T%e John E. Brubacher homestead oo Univer-
ity of Waterloo grounds is to be preserved
an aut%ﬁnfiﬁ Mennonite Home, A jeint
tes of the Hisztorical Socciety and the
SLty ﬁf Waieriaa ara carrying out the
After a fire gut-
hause early last spring, Simeon
two sons, William and Amsey,and
took up the task of supplying
togs from reock ealm trees on
Ur@us Martin for the veparation
se. When this is completed, farﬂ
p
£

These will
&

nr Questions should be directed to
Dr. J. W. Fretz, Conrad Crebel College,

YOU ARE INVITED: to become a2 member of the
Historical Society. Membership fees are
$3.00 per year: 510.00 for sustaining mem-
bership; $106.00 for life membership. Send
application with fes to Mrs., David Bergey
Conrad Crebel College, Waterloo, Ontarioc.®

 to attend the spring
ty  to be held on April
reet Megunonite Chureh,

i
the Gamram st

(“’

Waterloo, Dr. Frank H. Epp will speak oxn
"The Discipline Reguired to Write our O

History."”

*Contributions beyond the 53,00 membership
tee are tax deductible,

OTHER ITEMS OF HISTORICAL INTEREST

Press, E.R. 4, Ayi er, (Qntario,
in publishing. hig ¢ld Order
hag 1ts own presses and book-
Under the editorship of
sk Stoll, three monthly magazines
are dedicated to the preservation
fiplain people." Family Tife, ip its first
g o magazine for the home and en~
Christian living; The Blackbo
in, in its 13th year, i i

& ig for parcch
school teachers; fmbassador of Peace,in
vird vear of publication, seeks to pro
and nonresistant teaching among
The Pathway Reading Series are
erg:  three grades are completed
zrf% to be released shortly.

CIFTS TO SOCIETY

the eariy 1800° s will be needed
be donated by area Me-

The Historical Society has rveceived numere
cus artifacts and other valuable items for
its eollection., Leslie H. Witmer aund his
sigter, Mrs. Neah Hunsberger, sach donated a
pewter plate which it is believed - were
brought from Lancaster Qounty in 1804,

A Froschauver Bible, printed in 1560,donated
by the William W, Snider family, i

o

able item din the collection, This
contains family geneclogy records
t generations, The Snxdez Fam

e &
g@oérlhn ed a spinning wheel,

Pionesrs of Christendom in Waterloo {ounty,
a history of the Preston Mennonite Chureh,
iled by Leslis H, Wirmer and edited by

of the Bresthran
ishop E. J. Swalm,
1

by Lo
Lydis Leonard Bre smneman

and Anna Kauffman Roth

thrine Roth Schwartzentruber
sarbara Schultz Ossch.

Compilad by D. M. Swartzentruber -



